
It is fitting that the new processional 

cross, the last of nine sacred liturgi-

cal art components in the church be 

dedicated to Reverend Patrick R. 

Click, for his spiritual guidance as 

Pastor and Shepherd. The blessing 

took place at the 40
th

 Anniversary of 

the founding of the parish feast day 

Mass on April 28, 2018. 

 

It all started with a prayer years ago. 

Fr. Pat was enthusiastic about a new 

processional cross and the next 

thing I knew, we were talking about 

it on a pilgrimage in Italy. At that 

time, I had no idea why God was 

calling me to share my gifts and tal-

ents for a new processional cross 

except to match the aesthetics of 

the church derived from a renova-

tion, in 2011.  

 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit 

a sacred art team was formed. From 

concept to completion, Fr. Pat’s only 

criteria was a suffering Christ. He 

wanted a suffering Christ so the 

eyes of the beholder would experi-

ence the glory of His resurrection 

and to do that he explained, we must 

be witnesses of His suffering. Christ 

was battered, lashed, slashed and 

broken and that is how he wanted 

others to see Christ on the cross.   

 

Initially, an inquiry about the late Jennifer Maginot’s 

bronze memorial shoes at Cathedral High School brought 

us to a local Foundry, Sincerus Bronze Art in Indianapolis. 

At the foundry, we encountered sculptor, Ryan Feeney, of 

Indy Art Forge while he was adding the final touches on a 

half-ton bronze sculpture of Peyton Manning, that the Colts 

dedicated in October 2017. 

Feeney led us to his work at Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Church, in Indianapolis to see his life size bronze corpus 
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sculpture of Jesus suspended above the altar. Like-

wise, Ryan did a masterful job on the bronze corpus 

sculpture of Christ for Saint Louis de Montfort 

Church. Initially, Kerin Buntin sought out numerous 

bronze sculptors since the church is adamant about 

utilizing the talents of artists to communicate 

Christ’s message as stated in the church document, 

Built on Living Stones. Feeney was local and that 

made all the difference for our team. 

 

 

The base material of the cross is welded 22 gage cold roll 

steel, plated with silver-chrome. The purpose of chrome is 

that it not only cohesive with the altar but is meant for the 

observer to share in the suffering of Christ. Human nature 

derives moments of suffering in every life. I learned that 

we naturally move closer to Christ when we share our suf-

fering with Christ.   

 

The outer material enshrouding the cross, is cut Red Oak. 

While sitting in church, praying for inspiration, the sun-

shine glared through the stained-glass windows behind 

the altar in a way that was majestic. it was at that point the 

pattern of the stained glass on the cross came to life.  

 

Through the intercession of Saint Louis de Montfort the back of the cross came to life be-

cause it reveals a prayer in French written by Saint Louis de Montfort in the year 1700. The 

prayer says CARRY YOUR CROSS…DESIRE CROSSES 

and he carried this cross throughout France while 

preaching missions for 16 impactful years as a priest. I 

created a stylized version as a replica of the original in 

France. Some of the letters are stacked on top of words, 

or crammed in a few areas because that is how they ap-

pear on the original cross. We collaborated with a friend 

in France to be precise.  

 

Like the words, the symbols are from the original Saint 

Louis de Montfort cross. M is for Mary; a star is for Mary, 

Star of the Sea; the heart with a cross on top is the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus; the crown of thorns with three nails 

is symbolic of the three nails in Jesus hands and at his 

feet. Fr. Pat felt strongly about incorporating precious 

stones into the cross at the four points on the back. 

Each stone is etched with a symbol that connects to the 

art in our church. The Jerusalem cross on top is a repli-

ca of the mosaic in the floor at the center of our church. 

Each smaller cross is a reminder to spread the Gospel message no matter what direction you 

leave the church.  On the bottom is the Lamb of God, as seen on the stained-glass front win-



dow and in John 1:29, when John the Baptist sees Jesus and exclaims, “Behold the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world.” Wheat is on the left side and grapes on the right 

representing the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in the Eucharist. 

 

The staff, supporting the cross of Christ, is created in red oak on the top and birds-eye-

maple. A stainless-steel spacer creates an added visual break between the two species of 

wood. The facia, at the top of the staff contains the symbol M with a crown for Fatima on the 

front. The dedication of the cross to Fr. Pat is on the back. The Jerusalem cross pattern rep-

resents the five wounds of Jesus Christ. A stainless counter weight creates stability for the 

cross bearer to balance the top-heavy cross.   

 

To create a processional cross that will outlive my life, is humbling. The pain and suffering of 

the risen Christ spoke every step of the way. This was the most challenging piece of art liter-

ally and figuratively. There was blood, sweat and tears and 

naturally a great deal of trial, error and uncertainty. The staff 

(the long bar the holds the cross) resulted in assurance from 

the Good Lord that I could carry my cross.  

 

It was an honor and a privilege to work for the glory of God. 

Ryan Feeney is one of the best bronze sculptors around with a 

growing list of accomplishments in Indiana. Kerin Buntin has a 

vision in liturgical art that not only promotes the Catholic 

Church but is theologically sound. And, one of the finest 

Shepherds that our Church offers is Fr. Pat Click who led the 

way in prayer.  

 

Thanks be to God for my wonderful parents, Bob and Joan 

Smith, who, without their generosity, the bronze corpus would 

not have been possible; to my lovely and supportive wife, Mol-

lie, who endured my absence while I struggled to bring the cross from concept to comple-

tion; and most of all, all glory goes to our awesome God, who loved us enough to send His 

Only Son, to suffer and die, so that we may have the opportunity to live with Him in paradise. 

Amen!  
 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


